
USDA is updating SNAP retailer authorization requirements. Changes
include higher stocking requirements for some retailers and updates to

which foods count toward retailer eligibility.

Staple Food Categories

SNAP RETAILER
RULE CHANGES

Fruits & Vegetables
Meat, Poultry, or Fish

Beef, pork, chicken, turkey, fish and seafood, and eggs
Bread or Cereals

Bread, tortillas, rice, pasta, oats, grains
Dairy

Milk, Yogurt, Cheese (certain cheese products may not qualify under the new rule)

Effective November 2, 2026

Farmers Markets, 
Farm Stands & CSAs*

✅ Most farmers markets, farm stands,
and CSAs are expected to see little
impact.
✅ SNAP customers can still purchase:

Butter
Jerky
Fruit spreads

⚠️ These foods will no longer count
toward staple food sales used to
determine SNAP retailer eligibility.
✅ Operations with limited sales of these
products are unlikely to be affected.
✅ No new stocking requirements

Criterion B (Staple Food Sales): More than
50% of the locations total gross sales must
come from the sale of staple foods.

Retailers, 
Co-ops & Food Hubs*

Criterion A (Staple Food Inventory): Stores
must stock at least 84 total staple food items
continuously. This accounts for the 7 varieties
per 4 categories, with 3 units per variety.

⚠️ New stocking requirements take
effect November 2, 2026.
Retailers must stock:

At least 7 varieties in each staple
food category
Foods from all 4 staple food
categories
At least 1 perishable item in 3 of the
4 categories

⚠️ Butter, trail mix, jerky, cheese dip,
snack bars, and fruit spreads will no
longer count as staple foods for
authorization purposes.
✅ SNAP customers can still purchase
these items. *Authorized under Criterion A *Authorized under Criterion B

Important:  Foods that qualify for purchase with SNAP benefits are not always the same foods that count toward SNAP retailer authorization requirements.
SNAP Stocking requirements are not the same as nutrition incentive requirements. 

www.granitestatemarketmatch.org

For a complete list of staple foods visit www.fns.usda.gov/snap/fr-050826
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